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"Junior trivia masters will pore over this pop-up book." â€” Child MagazineWould you believe that a

scientist caught a cold and died while conducting experiments in early refrigeration? Did you know

that soap was once made from goat fat? Can you guess how pumpernickel bread got its name? Did

you know there is polytetrafl uoroethylene somewhere in your kitchen? Itâ€™s all true! Itâ€™s all

amazing! And itâ€™s all in the updated, reissued Robert Crowtherâ€™s Amazing Pop-up House of

Inventions. Just step inside, open the cupboards, peek in the closets and drawers, and learn about

hundreds of inventions you can fi nd right in your own home â€” including DVDs, MP3s, wireless

headsets, and PDAs.
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I have a highly developed scientific method in place that allows me to determine whether or not a

children's picture book title is going to be popular or not. Here is what I do:1. I leave the book on top

of my desk at work.2. I wait.3. If the book remains untouched, unexamined, and unattended for a

day then it may be fine and dandy but it doesn't have that instantaneous oomph. If, however, I find

my co-workers and library clerks picking it up and cooing over it for long periods of time, THAT, my

friend, is a book worth watching.Option #3 was certainly the case the other day when I received a

batch of books from Candlewick Press and I placed this book, Robert Crowther's Pop-Up House of



Inventions on top of the pile. Within minutes everyone in the joint found it extraordinary. From its tiny

hidden details to its fabulous fascinating facts, a novelty book this may be, but it's also going to win

over a whole host of different kinds of readers. The only question left in my mind is where the heck

we're going to catalog this thing.Turn the book in your hands. Hold it so that the spine is at the top

and that when you open it you reveal the first scene properly. Immediately you are plunged into a

fully stocked and operating kitchen. Every object has a tiny fact attached to it explaining when it was

invented or at least conjured up. Multiple tiny flaps reveal even more facts and surprises. Lift up the

rug and not only will you see a wad of chewing gum stuck to the floor but you'll also learn when gum

was invented and how it was first marketed as "Blibber-Blubber Bubble Gum". Opening each door

and lifting each flap the reader makes their way through other rooms in the house.
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